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The Food Trust Celebrates the Unveiling of Corner Store 
Improvements with Community Day in North Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHIA- On Wednesday, June 17, The Food Trust, Philadelphia City Council member 
Cindy Bass, and partners from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Nicetown and Tioga Love 
Where You Live community greening program will celebrate the new awning installed at Corner 
Food Market by hosting a community event for all ages. 

The event will feature nutrition lessons, cooking resources, a DJ, and a smoothie bike (which allows 
participants to make a custom smoothie using a pedal-powered blender). In addition, leaders from 
The Food Trust and Pennsylvania Horticultural Society will discuss their ongoing partnership and 
impactful investments in the community. Attendees will also receive Heart Bucks during the event 
to spend in the store that day on fruits, vegetables and other heart-healthy items.  

Corner Food Market is one of The Food Trust’s longest-standing partnerships and has been a 
member of the Healthy Corner Store Initiative (HCSI) for over 15 years. HCSI works with small, 
independently owned corner stores to increase the amounts of fresh produce available for sale by 
providing training, equipment, and marketing materials to store and display their new healthy 
items.  

"We're proud to celebrate this latest investment in a store that has long been committed to serving 
its community,” says Mark Edwards, President & CEO of The Food Trust. “From increasing access to 
healthy foods to hosting nutrition education and health screenings over the years, Corner Food 
Market shows how neighborhood businesses can play a vital role in community health. This new 
awning is more than a physical improvement — it's a symbol of what's possible when strong 
partnerships come together around a shared goal. We're grateful to Corner Food Market and the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society's Nicetown and Tioga Love Where You Live program for helping 
create a more welcoming, vibrant space for residents while advancing our mission of delicious, 
nutritious food for all." 

“Neighborhood businesses play an important role in the health and vitality of a community. This 
investment reflects what is possible when local partners come together around a shared 
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commitment to residents and their quality of life. This is the heart of our work in Nicetown and Tioga 
– supporting residents, government, and non-profits to deliver collective impact in line with 
residents’ vision for their neighborhoods. We are proud to work alongside The Food Trust and 
Corner Food Market to create a more welcoming community space, expand access to fresh food, 
and support the ongoing efforts of neighbors who are helping Nicetown and Tioga flourish,” said 
Matt Rader, President of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 

For more information about The Food Trust’s Healthy Corner Store Initiative, visit: 
https://thefoodtrust.org/what-we-do/corner-stores/  

WHO:  The Food Trust 
Councilmember Cindy Bass (8th District) 
Corner Food Market 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
20-40 members of the community   

WHAT:   Corner Food Market Awning Reveal & Community Day Event 

WHEN:  Wednesday, June 17, 2026  
  3 p.m. – 5 p.m.  
   Speaking Program begins at 3:30 p.m. 

WHERE:  Intersection of 16th St and Ontario St (3401 N. 16th St.) 
PHS Landcare Lot across from Corner Food Market 
 

ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS), an internationally recognized nonprofit organization 
founded in 1827, uses horticulture to advance the health and well-being of the Greater Philadelphia 
Region. PHS programs create healthier living environments, increase access to fresh food, expand 
access to jobs and economic opportunity, and strengthen deeper social connections between 
people. PHS’s work spans 250 neighborhoods; an expansive network of public gardens and 
landscapes; year-round learning experiences; and the nation’s signature gardening event, the 
Philadelphia Flower Show. PHS provides everyone with opportunities to garden for the greater good 
as a participant, member, donor, or volunteer. For information and to support this impactful work, 
please visit PHSonline.org. 
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