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The Food Trust Celebrates Farmers Market Renaming and Season 
Opening at La Placita Farm Stand at 4th & Lehigh 

PHILADELPHIA, PA – On Tuesday, July 14 at 11 a.m., The Food Trust will celebrate the 
renaming and season opening of the La Placita Farm Stand at 4th and Lehigh. The 
community-wide event will feature fresh produce from Hayday Farms, nutrition lessons 
and taste tests, health screenings with Jefferson Health and more. 

“The La Placita Farm Stand embodies what The Food Trust is all about – connecting fresh, 
nutritious food and neighborhood pride to promote the wellbeing of the community,” says 
Mark Edwards, CEO of The Food Trust. “We look forward to its opening and what will surely 
be a fun-filled day at the market.” 

Nutrition educators from The Food Trust will be on-site at the event, offering cooking 
lessons and taste tests. Community members will also receive Food Bucks to use at the 
market, which allows SNAP users to earn extra dollars for purchasing fruits and 
vegetables. In addition, Jefferson Health will offer free health screenings for all market 
shoppers.  

“At Jefferson, we believe improving lives starts with meeting people where they are,” said 
Keith Leaphart, DO, Executive Vice President and Humana Chief Health Equity and 
Community Impact Officer at Jefferson. “Through our ongoing partnership with The Food 
Trust, we're able to bring preventive health screenings and resources directly into the 
community while supporting spaces that connect neighbors to fresh, nutritious food. 
Together, we're making the healthy choice the easy choice and expanding access to 
preventive care, helping Philadelphia families live healthier lives.” 
 
The market's new name, La Placita, was chosen through a community survey. Meaning 
"little plaza," La Placita is a familiar and welcoming term used throughout many Puerto 
Rican communities to describe a neighborhood gathering place. The new name reflects the 
market's role as a vibrant community hub in Philadelphia's El Centro de Oro neighborhood. 
A new banner will be unveiled to officially mark the name change. 

The Food Trust’s farm stand will be open on Tuesdays from July 7 to October 13 and will 
host weekly nutrition education lessons, cooking demonstrations and giveaways. The Food 



   
 

Trust is grateful for its community partnership with HACE, whose ongoing operational 
support and community outreach help make the farm stand possible.  

To learn more, please visit https://thefoodtrust.org/what-we-do/farmers-markets/4th-lehigh-
farmers-market/  

WHO:  The Food Trust 
Hayday Farms, market vendor 
Christine James, PhD, AVP, Jefferson Community Health Collaborative 
Community Partners: 

Jefferson Health 
Esperanza Health 
NKCDC 
Fairhill Activators 
DBHIDS 
HACE 
Campers from Taller Puertorriqueño (1 pm) 

Local Farmers Market shoppers 

WHAT:                Grand opening for La Placita Farm Stand at 4th and Lehigh  

WHEN:                Tuesday, July 14, 2026 
                                 11:00 a.m. (Full Market hours until 3:00 p.m.) 

WHERE:             La Placita Farm Stand at 4th & Lehigh  
    4th & Lehigh in Fairhill Square Park, Philadelphia, PA 19133 

 

CONTACT: 

Alex Styer 
 267-838-3165 
 astyer@bellevuepr.com 

Anna Tichenor 
 732-770-7141 
 atichenor@bellevuepr.com 
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